Pre-K Sight Word Match/Word Fishing Instructions

These words are taken directly from the Dolch list of sight words that are appropriate for Pre-K aged children. I suggest laminating the cards and using them for flashcards prior to playing the games. 

There are two copies of each word so that you can play Sight Word Match, Word Fishing, or both. First, print and cut each word out. You may wish to separate the words by length and only play with the shorter words until your child is ready to practice with the longer ones. 


Sight Word Match
To play Sight Word Match, simply shuffle the deck and place each card word-side down. Youngest player goes first. Each player turns over a card and has one chance to pick up a second card that is its identical match. If they find a match, they keep both cards. If the player does not find a match, they should turn both cards back over and the next player gets their turn. The player with the most matches at the end of the game wins. 

Make it as age-appropriate for your child as possible. If your child can read some of the words, try to allow them the opportunity to read the word as they turn over each card. If your child cannot read the words yet, you can read the word for them and ask them to find it’s match. You may say something like “Great job finding the word ‘it’. ‘It’ is spelled I-T. Can you find another card with ‘it’ on it?” 

Word Fishing
Think “Go Fish” with word cards. Shuffle the deck. Give each player 5 cards and place the rest of the cards face down in a pile in the middle of all players.  Make sure that players can’t see each other's cards (unless they need help). Youngest player goes first. Each player should check their hand of cards for matches and set any matching cards aside. Each player will try to find matches for their remaining cards by asking “Does anyone have (insert word here)?” If another player has the match to their card, they must give it to them and the player who asked for the match will set those cards aside. 

If no player has that sight word card, then they will tell the individual taking their turn to “go word fishing”. The player must then take a card from the top of the pile and add it to their hand. If they pulled a match for one of their words, they can set the match aside. If they didn’t pull a match, then the next person takes their turn. The player who runs out of cards first wins. 

Again, it will help to spell out the word for your child(ren) and assist them however they need it. 
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